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October 25, 2011 

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow, Chairwoman 

U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry 

Washington, DC  20510 

 

The Honorable Frank  Lucas, Chairman 

U.S. House Committee on Agriculture 

Washington, DC  20515 

 

The Honorable Pat Roberts, Ranking Member 

U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry 

Washington, DC  20510 

 

The Honorable Collin Peterson, Ranking Member 

U.S. House Committee on Agriculture 

Washington, DC  20515 

 

 

Dear Chairwoman Stabenow, Chairman Lucas, and Ranking Members Roberts and Peterson: 

 

As you prepare to provide Farm Bill funding details to the Joint Select Committee on Deficit 

Reduction, we are writing to urge you to continue and expand the investments made by the 2008 

Farm Bill in organic agriculture.    

  

Organic agriculture is one of the fastest growing sectors of agriculture, creating jobs in rural 

America and lucrative market opportunities for American family farmers.  Strong consumer 

demand has fueled the growth in organic agriculture, helping farmers stay in business even 

through one of the worst economic downturns in the country's history.  Nationwide, the organic 

sector has become a $29 billion industry, creating jobs at four times the national rate and served 

by over 14,500 organic family farmers.   

  

Currently, domestic demand for organic food and beverages exceeds domestic production.  With 

a modest investment in USDA research, marketing, and farmer assistance programs to support 

the U.S. organic sector, we can close the gap and expand this critical job base here at home.  In 

order to meet projected market demand with domestic production by 2015, we will need 42,000 

organic farmers in the U.S.    

  

To foster that growth, we urge a continued and expanded federal investment in the following 

USDA programs:   

 

 The Organic Agriculture Research and Extension Initiative (OREI) is USDA's 

flagship competitive research and extension grants program dedicated to organic 

agriculture.  Unique in its scope and function, OREI funds research and extension 

projects to help meet the production, marketing, and policy needs of the growing organic 

industry.  The program is very competitive and each year funds only a small percentage 

of eligible proposals.  To meet the growing sector's research and extension needs, OREI 
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should be funded at $30 million in mandatory funds annually, and retain its 

authorization for appropriation.  

 

 The National Organic Certification Cost-share Program (NOCCSP) is essential in 

helping small and medium-size businesses become certified as organic, a critical step if 

we are to meet growing consumer demand for organic products and maintain diversity in 

scale of organic operations.  The annual process of organic certification is a necessary 

step for ensuring that all organic operations meet stringent organic standards, in order to 

ensure the integrity of the USDA organic seal and meet consumer expectations.  But 

certification costs  can be prohibitive for small, mid-sized, and beginning businesses.  

This cost-share program enables certified organic farmers and handlers to offset the costs 

of certification by providing a small reimbursement of currently no more than $750 per 

year, capped at 75% of total certification costs.  NOCCSP should be funded at $30 

million in total mandatory funding over the 5-year life of the next Farm Bill.        

 

 The National Organic Program (NOP) enforces the national organic standards, 

accredits certifiers, develops equivalency agreements, handles complaints – in essence, 

NOP ensures the integrity of the organic seal. These are essential functions to the survival 

and growth of the organic sector.  Additionally, the program requires a capital investment 

in innovative technologies that will position the program to be able to grow with the 

organic sector, providing domestic and international oversight, and transparency and 

streamlining of systems, data, and information.  NOP should receive a one-time 

infusion of $5 million in mandatory funds for the technology upgrade, and then 

should be authorized to receive appropriations increasing at a rate of 20 percent 

annually beginning with $10 million in FY 2013.             
      

 The Organic Production and Market Data Initiatives (ODI) is a small but significant 

multi-agency initiative that ensures that USDA collects organic statistics, conducts 

organic price reporting, and releases organic economic reports.  The Economic Research 

Service, the National Agricultural Statistics Service, and the Agricultural Marketing 

Service all collaborate on this data collection initiative.  Access to segregated organic 

data is critical to help organic farmers and handlers make wise business decisions, and to 

policymakers needing to assess trends in agriculture.  ODI should receive $5 million in 

mandatory funding over the life of the next farm bill, and retain its authorization 

for appropriations.        
      

 The 2008 Farm Bill included important provisions in Environmental Quality Incentives 

Program (EQIP) and the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) for organic 

farmers in recognition of the historical lack of participation and conservation benefits of 

these systems. However, both programs are in need of reform to address the unique needs 

of organic farming systems.  Issues such as the unfamiliarity of NRCS staff with 

organic systems, overlapping planning requirements with the National Organic 

Program, and lack of adequate planning assistance should be addressed in the next 

Farm Bill.     
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 One of the basic building blocks of any successful agricultural system - conventional or 

organic - is farmer access to seeds that are well adapted to local soils and 

climates.  Farmers nationwide have fewer choices of seeds to meet changing 

environmental stresses and consumer demands.  Often, the seeds that are available are not 

bred to address local soil and climate conditions, placing entire regions at a competitive 

disadvantage.  The federal government has largely stopped funding classical 

breeding efforts at State land grant institutions to develop public cultivars, and has 

largely shifted agricultural germplasm research toward only patented varieties that 

prevent farmers from saving seeds.  The problem is particularly acute for organic farmers 

whose farming systems demand seeds that are well adapted to their local conditions.  The 

2008 Farm Bill addressed this growing crisis by requiring USDA to make classical plant 

and animal breeding a priority with the Agriculture and Food Research Initiative (AFRI), 

but USDA has not complied with that Congressional mandate.   To require USDA to get 

the job done, the next Farm Bill should require a set aside of 10 percent of annual 

AFRI funding to be used for classical breeding efforts to ensure meaningful public 

seed variety choices for farmers.       

 

 USDA currently does not provide appropriate risk management tools for organic 

producers.  The agency charges an unjustified surcharge to organic farmers who 

participate in federal crop insurance program, and for most organic crops, does not pay 

organic farmers at the organic price when they experience a loss.  In addition, the agency 

does not provide appropriate tools for diversified farmers.  The 2008 Farm Bill required 

USDA to remove the unjustified organic crop insurance surcharge and to provide organic 

price elections.  While USDA has started the process for some organic crops, it has fallen 

far short of the 2008 Farm Bill mandates in that regard.  The next Farm Bill must fully 

remove these unnecessary and unjustified disincentives to organic farmer use of 

USDA risk management tools.      

 

 

Thank you for your consideration of these critical concerns for our farms, businesses, and 

communities.    

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Liana Hoodes, Pine Bush, NY,  National Organic Coalition 
Steve Etka, Alexandria, VA, National Organic Coalition, steveetka@gmail.com, 703-519-7772 
Sandra Simone, Talladega, AL  
Jim Leukens, Fayettville, AR, Southern Sustainable Agriculture Working Group 
Charlotte Wales, Monticello, AR, Arkansas Design Work Group - Sustainable Agriculture 
Terry Allan, Santa Rosa, CA, Nomadic Organics 
Karen Archipley, Escondido, CA, Archi's Acres, Inc. 
Lisa Bunin, San Francisco, CA, Center for Food Safety 
Tracey Brieger, San Francisco, CA, Californians for Pesticide Reform 
Caroline Cox, Oakland, CA, Center for Environmental Health 
Terry d'Selkie, Ukiah, CA, Network For A Healthy California 
Farnaz Fatemi, Santa Cruz, CA  
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Katie Khoury, San Gregorio, CA  
Helmut Klauer, Gaviota, CA, Classic Organic Farm and Market 
Melody Meyer, Soquel, CA, Alberts Organics/UNFI 
Shannon Mondor, Arcata, CA 
Karen Newman, San Luis Obispo, CA  
Bob Scowcroft, Santa Cruz, CA  
Deborah Shargel, San Francisco, CA, Immune Enhancement Project 
Lauryn Sherman, San Diego, CA  
Alisha Stafford, Arcata, CA, North Coast Co-op 
Bill Stevenson, Englewood, CA  
Eric Stromberg, Davis, CA, Davis Food Cooperative, Inc. 
Brise Tencer, Santa Cruz, CA, CCOF 
Maureen Wilmot, Santa Cruz, CA, Organic Farming Research Foundation 
Nicole Wires, East Palo Alto, CA, Collective Roots 
Elaine Andrews, Boulder, CO, Andres Family Farm 
Jennifer Bahr, Denver, CO, Rocky Mountain Farmers Union 
Melissa Betrone, Dolores, CO, Rude Becky's Flower Farm 
Claudia Ferrell, Brighton, CO, Rocky Mountain Organic 
Dwight Gardner, Pueblo, CO  
Gwen Gracelon, Carbondale, CO, HighLife Unlimited 
Maryl  Halvorsen, Lakewood, CO, Rocky Mountain Farmers Union 
Elaine Hutchings, Denver, CO, Three Mile Ranch 
Joshua Jackson, Durango, CO, Durango Natural Foods Co-op 
Ben Mayer, Fort Collins, CO  
Barbara Moore,  Lakewood, CO, Harvest Mountain Farm Gardens, CSA 
Kent Peppler, Denver, CO, Rocky Mountain Farmers Union 
Deb Schaffer, Denver, CO, Farmer 
Leland and Kathy Swenson, Centennial, CO  
Karrie Thulin, Denver, CO  
Bill Duesing, Stevenson, CT, Old Solar Farm 
Pat Bigelow, East Berlin, CT, Hatchery Brook Community Gardens 
Catherine Bradshaw, Guilford, CT, Cadence Consulting, LLC 
Bill Duesing, Stevenson, CT, Northeast Organic Farming Association (NOFA - CT) 
Tannika Cunningham, Washington, DC, Healthy Solutions Inc.  
Jay Feldman, Washington, DC, Beyond Pesticides 
Wenonah Hauter, Washington, DC, Food and Water Watch 
Michael Jacobson Ph.D., Washington, DC, Center for Science in the Public Interest 
Justin Tatham, Washington, DC, Union of Concerned Scientists 
Alessandra Bravo, Sarasota, FL, Lucuma Designs 
Marty Mesh, Gainesville, FL, Florida Organic Growers (FOG) 
Priscilla Palmer, Naples, FL  
Toni Wade,  Miami, FL, Crop Management Inc. 
Bren  Ames, Marietta, GA  
Bekah Blackmon, Atlanta, GA, Habesha Works, Inc. 
Dr. Heidi Blanck, Decatur, GA  
Sharon Connors, Woodbine, GA  
Marsha Godzinski Hargreaves, Savannah, GA, Savannah Veggies and Vegans 
Cynthia Hayes, Savannah, GA, Southeastern African American Farmers Organic Network 
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Daron Joffe, Atlanta, GA, Farmer D Organics 
Jonathan Lee, Savannah, GA, Farmbox Savannah 
Fred Nadelman, Savannah, GA 
Cathy Payne, Elberton, GA, Broad River Pastures 
John Perdew, Atlanta, GA, Georgia Organics 
Leon Porter, Ft. Valley, GA, FVSU Extension 
Julian Smith, Savannah, GA, SolarSmith LLC 
Bobby Solomon, Talbotton, GA 
Robyn Wainner, Savannah, GA 
Lynn Howe, Pahoa, HI, Know Your Farmer Alliance 
Geoff Rauch, Pahoa, HI, Know Your Farmer Alliance 
Nancy Redfeather , The Kohala Center,  Kamuela, HI, 
Desire Christensen, Iowa City, IA  
Kathy Larson, Norway, IA, Frontier Natural Foods Co-op  
Jessica McNiel, Iowa City, IA  
Robynn Shrader, Iowa City, IA, National Cooperative Grocers Association (NCGA) 
Colette DePhelps, Moscow, ID  
Deb Negle, Priest River, ID  
Jane Alexander, Chicago, IL  
Julia Govis, Chicago, IL  
Nora Handler, Chicago, IL  
Tiffany Leighton, Chicago, IL, Sustainable Food Systems Advocate 
Harry Rhodes, Chicago, IL, Growing Home, Inc. 
Leah Springer, Bloomington, IL  
Jane Weigle, Pecatonica, IL  
Cecilia Bowman, Clayton, IN, Hoosier Organic Marketing Education 
Sara Fry-Miller, Bloomington, IN  
Amanda McKinney, Gosport, IN  
Cecilia Bowman, Clayton, IN, Center Valley Farm, Center Valley Organics, LLC 
Robert Rutkowski, Topeka, KS  
Obiora Embry, Lexington, KY, Econsulting 
David Burley, Ph.D., Hammond, LA  
Sanjay Kharod, New Orleans, LA, New Orleans Food and Farm Network (NOFFN) 
Katherine DiMatteo, Leyden, MA, Wolf, DiMatteo & Associates 
Dan and Ann Green, Hopedale, MA  
Debra Guttormsen, Waltham, MA, Waltham Fields Community Farm 
Elliot Hohn, Somerville, MA, Tufts University 
Ed Maltby, Deerfield, MA, Northeast Organic Dairy Producers Alliance (NODPA) 
Keith Olcott, West Bridgewater, MA, Equal Exchange 
Micah Risk, Boston, MA  
Pat Stewart, Ashburnham, MA, Hames & Axle Farm 
Lee Venolia, Williamstown, MA, Hoosac Harvest 
Fan Watkinson, Lincoln, MA, Sustainable Business Network/Boston Local Food Program 
Ernest Muhly, Walkersville, MD, EcoResolve 
John Mutzberg, Bethesda, MD, Spiritual Food CSA 
Ray Weil, College Park, MD, University of Maryland 
Jim Gerritsen, Bridgewater, ME, Organic Seed Growers and Trade Association 
Nancy Chandler, Monmouth, ME, Organic Farmer  
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Scott Cooper, Damariscotta, ME, Rising Tide Community Market 
Jim and Megan Gerritsen, Bridgewater, ME, Wood Prairie Farm 
Kim Jacobs, Brooks, ME, Zephyr Hill Farm 
Bob Klein, Brooks, ME, Zephyr Hill Farm 
Seth Kroeck, Brunswick, ME, Crystal Spring Farm 
Russell Libby, Unity, ME, Maine Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association (MOFGA) 
Kate Mrozicki, Surry, ME, Morgan Bay Farm 
Diane Schiver, Unity, ME, MOFGA Organic Livestock Specialist 
Eric  Sideman, Greene, ME, MOFGA 
Sylvia Tavares, Damariscotta, ME, Rising Tides 
Jeanne  Bach, Grosse Pointe Shores, MI  
Doug Berch, Haslett, MI  
Robert Clark, Grosse Pointe Shores, MI  
Ken Dahlberg, Lawton, MI, Michigan Land Trustees 
Rich Dykstra, Ludington, MI, Peacefield Farm 
Christine Homminga, Okemos, MI  
Krista Isaacs, Lansing, MI  
Caitlin Joseph, Ann Arbor, MI, People's Food Co-op 
Nzingha Masani, Detroit, MI  
Gwen Meyer, Detroit MI Lafayette Greens, Compuware Corp. 
Christopher Peacock, Marquette, MI, Marquette Food Cooperative 
Kellie Soper, East Lansing, MI  
Michelle Wietek-Stephens, Marquette, MI, Wietek's Sugarbush 
Elizabeth Archerd, Minneapolis, MN, Wedge Community Co-op 
Benjamin Arlt, MN 
Sanna Beek, Minneapolis, MN  
DeEtta Bilek, Aldrich, MN, Bilek Farm 
Tom Bilek, Wadena, MN, The Buckwheat Growers Association of MN 
Karla Booth, Brooklyn Park, MN  
Liz Brailsford, Minneapolis, MN, Relocation Today, Inc. 
Claudia Campbell, Bemidji, MN  
Ginny Campbell, Eagan, MN  
Rita Capes, St. Paul, MN  
Arielle Courtney, Minneapolis, MN  
Linda Danielson, Osseo, MN  
Kristina Darnell, Minneapolis, MN  
Diane Dodge, St. Paul, MN  
Lura Doebler-Shopteau, Minneapolis, MN  
Emily Duma, Minneapolis, MN  
Ina Gravitz, St. Louis Park, MN  
Paul Gunther, Minnetonka, MN  
Anna Hall, Minneapolis, MN  
Teaona Hasbrouck, Minneapolis, MN  
James Howitt, Minneapolis, MN  
Kerry Kaluza, Medina, MN  
Alex Keilty, Montevideo, MN, Moonstone Farm 
Phillip Kelly, Minneapolis, MN  
Loni Kemp, Canton, MN, Kemp Consulting 
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Gary Ketch, St. Paul, MN  
Uli Koester, Minneapolis, MN, Midwest Food Connection 
Keely Koenig, Minneapolis, MN  
Devon Kristiansen, Saint Paul, MN  
Lewis Kuhlman, Minneapolis, MN  
Cynthia Launer, Minneapolis, MN  
Jake May, Long Prairie, MN, Pines Edge Farm 
Michelle McCreery, Minneapolis, MN  
Joan McElwee, Minneapolis, MN  
Allison Meyer, Minneapolis, MN, Seward Co-op Grocery and Deli 
Katie Nix, Minneapolis MN, Gardens of Praise 
Gayathri Ramanathan, Minneapolis, MN  
Patty Rasset, Minneapolis, MN  
Dana Reynolds, Minneapolis, MN, The Wedge Co-op 
Jim Riddle, Winona, MN, Blue Fruit Farm 
Erich Schlieper, Roseville, MN  
Lisa Szepanski, Minneapolis, MN, Wedge Co-op 
Margo Tessman, Marcell, MN  
Lynn Thomasberg, Minneapolis, MN 
Teri Verner, St. Louis Park, MN  
Jacquelyn Zita and Karen Clark, North Branch, MN, Women's Environmental Institute 
Kathleen Ess, Springfield, MO  
Shannon Jung, Kansas City, MO  
Rosemarie Woods, Kansas City, MO  
Luke Lundemo, Jackson, MS, Rainbow Natural Grocery Cooperative 
Jill Davies, Victor, MT, Sustainable Living Systems 
Leah Howe, Boulder, MT, FoodCorps VISTA 
Caroline Wallace, Helena, MT, Alternative Energy Resources Organization 
Robin Kohanowich, Pittsboro, NC, The Sustainable Farming Program 
Roland McReynolds, Pittsboro, NC, Carolina Farm Stewardship Association (CFSA) 
Michael Sligh,  Pittsboro, NC, Rural Advancement Foundation International (RAFI-USA) 
Damian Tody, Hendersonville, NC, Hendersonville Community Co-op 
Sue Balcom, Medina, ND, FARRMS the Foundation for Sustainability 
Fred Kirschenmann, Medina, ND, Kirschenmann Family Farms, Inc. 
Kirsten Moseng, Bottineau, ND, AggregateND.com 
Dan and Theresa Podoll, Fullerton, ND, Prairie Road Organic Farm 
Karri Stroh, LaMoure, ND, Northern Plains Sustainable Ag 
Steven McFadden, Lincoln, NE  
William  Powers, Lincoln, NE, Slow Food Nebraska / The Nebraska Sustainable Agriculture Society 
Elizabeth Wolf, Lincoln, NE, Good Medicine Farm and Apothecary 
Karen Booker,  NH, Northeast Organic Farming Association - NH (NOFA - NH) 
Suzanne Brown, North Conway, NH The New Hampshire Institute of Agriculture and Forestry 
Jeff and Kate Donald, Brentwood, NH, Stout Oak Farm 
Gary Hirshberg, Londonderry, NH, Stonyfield Farm, Inc. 
Birgit Johanson, Jaffrey, NH, Mountain Blue Farm 
Mark Canright, Asbury, NJ, Comeback Farm 
Justine Cook, Hillsborough, NJ, The Northeast Organic Farming Association of New Jersey (NOFA-NJ) 
Annette Joyner, Jersey City, NJ, Friends of the Lifers Youth Corp. 
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Katherine Piedl, Springfield, NJ, Hungry Hollow Co-op 
Kristy Decker, Albuquerque, NM, La Montanita Co-op 
Pam Roy, Santa Fe, NM, New Mexico Food and Agriculture Policy Council 
Ellen Eng, Carson City, NV 
Rebekah Ambjor, New York, NY, Red Rabbit 
Kathie Arnold, Truxton, NY, Twin Oaks Dairy LLC 
Vicka Aronson, New York, NY  
Bee Ayer, Brooklyn, NY  
Justin Beban-France, Ithaca, NY, Horticultural Research Cornell University 
John Bingham, Essex, NY, Wild Orchard Farm 
Brendan Brown, Ithaca, NY  
Michael Bulger, Astoria, NY, New York University 
Steve Carroll, Greenwich, NY, New Minglewood Farm 
Scott Chaskey, Amagansett, NY, Quail Hill Farm / Peconic Land Trust 
Mahlon Clements, Morristown, NY, George W. & Dacie Clements Agricultural Research Institute 
Miles Crettien, New York, NY, Healthy Food and Wellness 
Molly Culver, Brooklyn, NY  
David Delozier, Saratoga Springs, NY, The Regional Farm and Food Project 
Kirsten Drossell, Pine Bush, NY  
Mark Dunlea, Albany, NY, Hunger Action Network of NYS 
Gilbert Gillespie, Ithaca, NY  
Steve  Gilman, Stillwater, NY, Northeast Organic Farming Association - Interstate Council  
Wendy Godek, Brooklyn, NY  
Maryellen Healy, Pine Bush, NY  
Elizabeth Henderson, Rochester, NY Genesee Valley Organic CSA 
Donna Jackson, Mount Vernon, NY 
Martha Jackson, Brooklyn, NY  
Aley Kent, Brooklyn, NY  
Lea Kone, Rochester, NY, Northeast Organic Farming Association (NOFA - NY) 
Hazel Landa, Cropseyville, NY  
Amy Little, Gardiner, NY, Happy Quacker Farm 
Dave Llewellyn, Cold Spring, NY  
Mary  Makofske, Warwick, NY  
Jan  McDonald, Rochester, NY, Rochester Roots, Inc. 
Joan Mencher, DR., New York, NY, The Second Chance FD, NYC 
Stacey Murphy, Brooklyn, NY, BK Farmyards 
Glenda Neff, Auburn, NY  
Riv and Dan Noll, Brighton, NY  
Stefania Patinella, New York, NY, Seed to Table 
Robert Perry, Binghamton, NY, NOFA-NY Inspector 
Diane Picard, Buffalo, NY, Massachusetts Avenue Project 
Walter Riesen, Charlotteville, NY Star Route Farm 
Nancy Romert, Brooklyn, NY, Brooklyn Food Coalition 
Caitlin Salemi, Brooklyn, NY  
Alba  Sanchez, Bronx, NY  
Mary Smith, Rochester, NY  
Ann Sprayregan, New York, NY  
Robyn Stewart, Ithaca, NY  
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Alexandra Sullivan, Brooklyn, NY, Fresh Start Natural Market & Organic Eatery, Brooklyn Food Coalition 
Bonnie Webber, South Cairo, NY  
Susan Womersley, Petersburgh, NY, Little Lucky Farm 
Mary   Woodburn, New Paltz, NY, Winter Sun Farms 
Howard Yarme, New Paltz , NY  
Abby Youngblood, New York, NY, Just Food 
Ellie Zoumberakis, Long Island City, NY 
MacKenzie Bailey, Columbus, OH, Ohio Ecological Food & Farm Association (OEFFA) 
Ameena Salahuddin, Columbus, OH, Stiletto Gardener 
Nancy Sullivan, Cincinnati, OH, Enright Ridge Urban Ecovillage CSA 
Robin Thompson, Hemlock, OH  
Marge and Mardy Townsend, Windsor, OH, Organic Farmers / Ashtablua County Farmers Union  
Jean Aguerre, Williams, OR, Mari's Nature 
John Caputo, Corvallis, OR, Oregon Tilth, Inc. 
Lynn Coody, Eugene, OR, Organic Agsystems Consulting 
Stacy Ann Kraker, Eugene, OR, Organically Grown Company 
Kim Leval, Eugene, OR, Northwest Center for Alternatives to Pesticides 
Natalie Reitman-White, Eugene, OR, Organically Grown Company 
Marilyn Pratt, Coquille, OR, River's Blessings, LLC 
Chris Schreiner, Corvallis, OR, Oregon Tilth 
Elizabeth Schwartz, Portland, OR  
Adriana Voss-Andreae MD, PhD., Portland, OR, Portland Community Reinvestment Initiatives 
Kristine Ellor, Kennett Square, PA, Phillips Mushroom Farms 
Mary Adelle Himmer, Blue Bell, PA  
Katie Jordan, Philadelphia, PA, Emerald Street Urban Farm 
Linda Murray, Mansfield, PA  
Lauren Tatarsky, Hustontown, PA, New Morning Farm 
Richard Tregidgo, Holtwood, PA, North Slope Farm 
Carol Vracarich, Newport, PA  
Chanda Cooper, Columbia, SC  Richland Soil & Water Conservation District 
Gilbert and Ginny Gordon, Christiana, TN, Cedar Thicket Farm 
Jeff Martins, Knoxville, TN, East TN Research & Education Center : Organic Crops Unit 
Mary Rogers, Knoxville, TN, University of Tennessee Organic and Sustainable Crops Program 
Deborah Clark, Austin, TX    
Jennifer Hammonds, Arlington, TX, National Wildlife Federation, Eco-Schools USA 
Elizabeth McCarthy, Denison, TX, Texas Organic Mushrooms 
Tim  Miller, Kyle, TX, Millberg Farm 
Suzi Carter, Harrisonburg, VA, Friendly City Food Co-op 
Lynda Fanning, Charlottesville, VA  
Colleen Rossier, McLean, VA, University of Virginia 
Mark Schonbeck, Lexington, VA, Virginia Association of Biological Farming 
Laura Batcha, Brattleboro, VT, Organic Trade Association 
Faye Conte, Burlington, VT, University of Vermont 
David and Mary Ellen Franklin, Guilford, VT, Franklin Farm 
Emily Mathews, Middlebury, VT, Middlebury Natural Foods Co-op 
Dave Rogers, Burlington, VT, Northeast Organic Farming Association -VT (NOFA-VT) 
Alison Bettinson, Olympia, WA  
Trudy Bialic, Seattle, WA, PCC Natural Markets 
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Fran Brooks, Vashon, WA 
Beth Burrows, Edmonds, WA  
Woody Deryckx, Concrete, WA, Gratitude Gardens 
Patricia Herbert, Vashon, WA  
Ronald Horton, Pullman, WA 
Kristina Hubbard, Port Townsend, WA, Organic Seed Alliance 
Vanessa Edwards, Everett, WA, Sno-Isle Foods Co-op 
Candace Jage, Friday Harbor, WA, Snowberry Farm 
Dana Richardson, Olympia, WA, Organization or Interested Eaters 
Bruce Scholten Ph.D., Edmonds, WA  
Beth Wright-Hardman, Edmonds, WA  
Hallie Ashley, Viroqua, WI 
Nina Benaszeski, St. Francis, WI 
Harriet Behar, Spring Valley, WI, Midwest Organic Sustainable Education Service (MOSES) 
Heather R. Bott, Whitefish Bay, WI 
John Bobbe, Brussels, WI, Organic Farmers' Agency for Relationship Marketing, Inc. (OFARM) 
Stephanie Calloway, Milwaukee, WI  
Doug Delling, Ontario, WI, Wildflower Springs Farm 
Sally Drew, Madison, WI  
Aaron Gardner, LaFarge, WI, CROPP Co-op / Organic Valley 
Mark  Kastel, Cornucopia, WI, Cornucopia Institute 
Denise Mitchell, Milwaukee, WI  
Margaret Mittelstadt, Milwaukee, WI, Outpost Natural Foods Cooperative 
John Peck, Madison, WI, Family Farm Defenders 
Lillian Ritger, Allenton, WI  
Staci Rudersdorf, Milwaukee, WI 
Angie Salo, Wind Lake, WI 
Jayne Steinmetz, Almond, WI  
David Van Eeckhout, Arkansaw, WI, Hog's Back Farm 
Andy Yankovich, Madison, WI  
Marian Buckner, Shepherdstown, WV  
Melanie Climis, Shepherdstown, WV  
Edwin Breed,  Habesha Works, Inc. 
Richard Bright    
Mary Jo Christian    
Linda Fugate,  Healthy Food and Lifestyle Coach 
Betsy Hays Gatti    
Martha Krikava 
Carole Paul  
RuthAnn Purchase,  
Mark Selinsky    
Druanne Sweetser 


